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Dreamcatcher - Project Proposal

Introduction

The Art for Peace Foundation, in collaboration with DIK Danstheater, proudly presents
the international school project “Dreamcatcher.”

This innovative program offers students and teachers from Germany, Brazil, France and
Spain a unique opportunity to connect, share their dreams and transform them into a
dance theatre performance.

“Dreamcatcher” not only promotes artistic exchange but also stimulates cultural and
linguistic interaction among the participants.

Social Background

Today, many young people are confronted with feelings of discouragement and
depression — caused by social pressure, uncertainty about the future and the effects of
recent global events.

These factors can negatively influence their dreams and ambitions.

The “Dreamcatcher” project aims to raise awareness among young people about their
own dreams and encourage them to explore their potential.

We want to help them rediscover their strength and creativity, so that they can once
again look to the future with confidence.




The Role of the Happy Dance Experience

An essential component of our project is the “Happy Dance Experience” by Jordy Dik.
This unique dance experience helps participants activate positive emotions and
reconnect with their inner joy.

Through joyful dance workshops and interactive sessions, young people learn not only
dance movements but also how to transform negative thoughts into positive energy.
The message is clear: “THE WORLD NEEDS YOUR HAPPY DANCE!”

With this mantra, we want to encourage young people to share their joy and dreams,
helping them feel more empowered and connected - to themselves, to others, and to
the world around them.

Objectives

1. Cultural Exchange — Promoting understanding and appreciation of different
cultures through creative collaboration.

2. Dream Exploration — Encouraging participants to share their dreams and
aspirations in a safe and supportive environment.

3. Emotional Empowerment — Strengthening self-confidence and fostering a
positive outlook on the future through creative expression.

4. Creative Development — Guiding students in developing artistic skills through
dance, theatre and other creative disciplines.

5. Educational Collaboration — Creating opportunities for joint learning that
deepens language and cultural knowledge.

Project Structure - Dreamcatcher

1. Kick-off: International Community Dance Week

The project begins with an intensive Community Dance Week, where students, teachers
and artists from the participating countries, work together for the first time in their own
country.

Throughout the week, themes such as dreams, joy, identity and connection are explored
through dance, music and creative expression.

Under the artistic direction of Jordy Dik and Nanni Kloke, participants develop
choreographies, movement rituals and expressive forms that culminate in a public
performance, reflecting their shared experiences and insights — a vibrant expression of
encounter and collective creativity.



2. Development Phase: School Partnerships and Exchange

After the kick-off week, the main development phase begins, lasting at least one year.
The partner schools stay in contact and deepen their collaboration through:

e Joint online workshops and creative projects (dance, theatre, music, film, art)
e Sharing reflections, journals, images or short films about dreams and the future
e Online exchange visits to experience daily life and cultural diversity

If funding allows, this phase can include a student exchange, offering young people the
opportunity to visit a partner country, dance together, learn together and build
friendships.

3. Reflection and Presentation Phase

At the end of the project year, a collective reflection process takes place.
During an online Zoom meeting, all schools, teachers, artists and students come
together to share experiences and insights:

¢ What have we learned about ourselves, about others, about community?

e How have dance and creativity changed our view of dreams, identity and
collaboration?

The meeting concludes with a virtual presentation of the project documentation (videos,
photos, texts, music) and a symbolic “return of dreams” to the community — a gesture of
connection, growth and hope.

Duration

At least one year, beginning with the international Community Dance Week as the
artistic and emotional starting point, followed by continuous intercultural exchange and
concluding with collective reflection.

Expected Outcomes

¢ Apowerful dance theatre production reflecting the visions and dreams of young
people.

¢ Strengthened self-esteem and emotional empowerment among participants.

e Enhanced cultural and linguistic competence.



e Sustainable connections and friendships across borders.

¢ Comprehensive documentation (videos, reports, artistic works) serving as
inspiration for future initiatives.

Conclusion

The “Dreamcatcher” project offers a unique opportunity to bring together young people
from different cultures, allowing them to share and creatively shape their dreams.
Using art, dance and creativity as connecting elements, we aim to make a positive
impact on participants and the wider community.

This project is a step toward a generation that empowers itself and others — meeting the
future with confidence and joy.

Budget and Funding

A detailed budget will be developed, including materials, facilitators’ fees, travel and
accommodation costs for performances, and communication expenses.
We will seek funding and sponsorship from cultural and educational institutions.



